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cially the disease appears to have obtained a firm foothold ; ’
vaccination and revaccination have evidently been neglected
for some years past, a,ncl so it happens that, the disease having
’once made headway in the town, abundant pabulum for its
wholesale dissemination is at hand in the large proper-
tion of either unvaccinated or imperfectly vaccinated
persons. The hospital is stated to be full, and ts further
accommodation in time to meet the present emergency seems
not to be forthcoming, large numbers of the patients have
to be treated at their own homes. Under these circumstances
it is not surprising that the epidemic still continues to spread.
It is reported that within the last fortnight more than a
hundred new cases of small-pox have occurred in Warrington.
On the 18th inst. an important discussion took place in this
city at the monthly meeting of the North-Western Health
Officers’ Society, on the present prevalence of small-pox.
Mr. Vacher, the late able medical officer of health for
Birkenhead, who introduced the subject, gave it as his

opinion that revaccination and vaccination, as well as notifi-
cation and isolation, were far more commonly neglected in
these parts than was consistent with the public weal. The fact
that the Royal Commission on Vaccination had hitherto failed
to present their complete report tended, he thought, to convey
the erroneous impression to the lay mind that the protection
conferred by vaccination was uncertain, and that the whole
question, from a medical point of view, was stilll3llb jllrZice.

Urmston and Local Government.
Last week the Parliamentary Committee of the Lancashire

County Council had before them the petition of the inhabitants
of Urmston for an order of the Council constituting that
township an urban sanitary authority. The district of
Urmston is mainly a rural one, with a population of about
4000 at the last census and a rateable value of not more than
&pound;21,000. The people of Urmston believe that the administra-
tion of the district would be greatly improved under a local
board, although they adduce no evidence to prove that this
would be so ; they appear to have been greatly exercised by
the fact that the ratepayers of Urmston have only one
representative on the existing authority, and attribute to the
negligence of that authority the necessity which has

recently arisen for the expenditure by the township of
a sum of 3000 for the provision of a cemetery. After

a patient hearing, the chairman-who, by the way,
is a barrister of experience-announced that the com-

mittee could not recommend to the County Council the
granting of the petition ; in the first place, because the

petitioners had failed to show that they had been otherwise
than equitably governed by the existing authority; and
secondly, because there was every likelihood that district
councils would shortly be established, and the committee
were unwilling to increase the difficulty of the Government
in dealing with the whole subject of district councils by
establishing a new sanitary authority for a small district like
Urmston.

The Health of Manchester.
According to the last issued return the health of Man-

chester has been favourable during the three months ending 
with September last. The gross death-rate did not amount 
to quite 20 per 1000, a rate which has seldom been achieved
in Manchester for so long a period as three months together.
The coolness of the autumn has kept in check infantile diar-
rhoea, which in ordinary years accounts for a considerable

fatality in Manchester. Of zymotic diseases, scarlet fever
has shown the usual autumnal rise during the quarter, but
- thediseasehas not been nearly so prevalent here as in themetro-
polis. Small-pox has been reported to be present in thirteen
instances, the patients having been imported from one or
other of the neighbouring towns where the disease has lately
been prevalent.
s 

Eccles and Incorporation.
The local board district of Eccles has recently received

a charter of incorporation, and will for the future be

governed by a mayor and corporation. Last week the newly
elected council met for the first time in the Eccles Town Hall
amidst a considerable flourishing of trumpets. The first

mayor is a local ’gentleman who appears to have won
his laurels as a member of the local board, and who,
if one may judge from the newspaper version of his

speech on this occasion, is determined that the new corpora-
tion shall not hide its light under a bushel. The first formal
business at the meeting was to declare the old local board
dissolved. After this the clerk of the board was duly inducted
into the office of town clerk, and the various other officers

were appointed. The new corporation will have plenty of
work before them for some years to come. The district of
Eccles is really a suburb of Manchester, and most of the
residents there have their places of business in the city. The
healt,h of Eccles, according to the reports of the late
local board, has not always been what it might be, and
the corporation will do wisely in seeking out and
removing any causes of ill health which may exist in this im-
portant and rapidly increasing town. The building by-laws
of Eccles, like those of many other local boards, might be
improved with advantage ; and if the corporation could be
induced to replace them entirely by the admirable model code
of the Local Government Board, as has been done in Man-
chester, everybody except the jerry builders would be the
gainers. With regard to the question of hospital provision
for infectious diseases, the new borough is most fortunately
circumstanced ; f orinstead of being obliged to incur the serious
expense of erecting and supporting a separate hospital of their
own, they have one :on their very boundaries in the splendid
new sanatorium recently erected at Ladywell by the Salford
Corporation. This institution, as it is one of the most recent,
is likewise one of the very best fever hospitals in England ;
it contains about 200 beds and abundant space for extension 
in the event of an epidemic of extraordinary proportions.
The disinfecting arrangements at the hospital are of such
excellent design and on such an ample scale that the Eccles
Corporation will do wisely in endeavouring to arrange with
Salford for the isolation of patients and the disinfection of
bedding &c. at the Ladywell sanatorium.
Manchester, Nov. 22nd.

LIVERPOOL.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Ne7v Mayor and the Hospitals.
MR. R. D. HoLT, the newly elected mayor of this city,

following the example of his predecessors, paid a visit
to the Infirmary for Children on the 13th inst., the first
Sunday after his election, and on the following Sunday
attended morning service at St. Barnabas Church. Here a
sermon was preached by the Rev. Canon Acheson of Chester,
and a collection was made for the funds of the Royal Southern
Hospital, which amounted to 84. The mayor, with some of
the aldermen, city councillors, and members of the congre-
gation, then went to the hospital, which is within a short
distance of the church. They were met by members of the
committee and medical staff and visited some of the wards.

Small-pox and Vaccination.
The proximity of Warrington, where small-pox has for

weeks past been epidemic, to this city led to fears that the
disease might spread here, there being much traffic between
the two places. Some few cases of small-pox have occurred
here in lodging-houses, but they have been promptly
diagnosed and removed to hospital. At the present time the
epidemic is said to be subsiding in Warrington. The disease
has appeared in St. Helens, and some trouble was experienced
in inducing one patient to submit to removal to hospital.
Liverpool has its full share of anti-vaccinationists, who have
disseminated much mischievous literature among the poor
and uneducated. It is also much to be lamented that many
vaccinations are performed by the surgeons to cheap dis-
pensaries and that so many practitioners content themselves
with two or even one vesicle, to please the children’s mothers.
It has been calculated that there are in Liverpool at any given
time 40,000 unvaccinated persons, including infants under
three months. It is therefore most desirable that both
vaccination and revaccination should be efficiently performed.
A certain proportion of persons are revaccinated, but it is ,

very much smaller than it should be. 
’

The Head Constable’s Annual Revort.
The annual report of Captain Nott Bower, the head

constable, which has been recently published, deals with
the crime of the city and the state of the police establish-
ment for the year ending Sept. 29th, 1892. It is a docu-
ment which affords many valuable details of interest to
medical readers. Among these are the statements that
359 members of the force received rewards for skill in
rendering aid to sick and injured persons upon being com- 
mended by the surgeons of the various hospitals, while five .  .
constables received medals, two silver clasps, and two certi-- 

*

ficates from the Humane Society for saving life from fire or
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drowning. One constable received an illuminated address
from the Society for the Protection of Life from Fire, and
two constables received&mdash;the one a bronze medal and certifi-

cate, and the other a certificate, from the Grand Priory of
the Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem in England
for gallantry in stopping runaway horses, the presentation in
the two latter cases being made by H. R. H. the Prince of
Wales. The certificate of the St. John Ambulance Associa-
tion of qualification to render first aid in cases of sickness or
accident is now held by 570 members of the force.

The Police and the Social Evil.

During the last two years proceedings have been taken
against the keepers of all houses which can be proved to be
brothels. A total of 727 persons were thus dealt with in the
iiast year, and it is a proof of the terrible persistence of this
evil and of the reluctance of the keepers of these houses to
betake themselves to some other calling that 131 of these
persons had been previously convicted once, 40 twice, 15
thrice and 2 four times. The results of the proceedings were
that 76 were imprisoned, 461 were fined, 57 bound over to
.appear if called upon, 1 committed for trial, 54 absconded,
48 cases dismissed and 23 summonses were withdrawn.
While it is satisfactory to state that some of the streets,
formerly almost wholly tenanted by this class of persons,
Cnave been cleared of them and are more respectably tenanted,
it is also to be observed that the evil shows signs of being
:scattered rather than extinguished. Captain Bower observes
that of 19 cases in which summonses were issued against
owners or agents of property, in 4 only have convictions
followed. This he attributes to the practical impossibility
of obtaining such evidence as will prove "knowledge,"
Section 3, Subsection 3, of the Criminal Law Amendment
Act thus proving of little or no avail.

A Year’s Inquests.
During the same year inquests were held upon 957 bodies,

and 706 other deaths were reported to the coroner by the
police and others, thus making a total of 1663 cases investi-
gated by the coroner during the year. In the 706 cases only
informal inquiry was made. Among the inquests were 51 cases
of suicide, 338 of accidental death, 161 of infants " suffo-
cated while in bed with their parents," " found drowned"
25, "executed" 1, "died from excessive drinking" 164,
"natural causes 119.
Nov. 22nd. 

______________

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Newcastle Hospital Sunday Fund.
THE success of the Newcastle Hospital Sunday Fund this

year is shown by the hon. treasurer’s third list, just published,
which amounts to a little over 3000 and is an increase of
about &pound;100 over the same lists for last year. This cannot
but be considered satisfactory by all who take an interest in
this valuable fund.

North of England Microscopical Society.
At the last meeting of the North of England Microscopical

Society, held in the Natural History Society’s museum in
Newcastle, Mr. John Brown gave a most interesting and
instructive lecture on various microscopical objects with
- demonstrations, in the course of which he mentioned the
names of many connected with Newcastle and district, such
as the Hancocks, Bradys, Alders, Attheys and others who
ihad advanced the study of the microscope and natural
history pursuits. He also alluded to the veteran Dr. Embleton,
who was the first, about sixty years ago, to bring a microscope
.of any power to Newcastle.

Trial for Murder at Carlisle.
At the Carlisle Assizes last week George Bruce was tried

’for the murder of his wife at Whitehaven in August last.
Bruce was a miner, and while digging in his garden his wife
went to help him. He struck her on the head with the spade,
fracturing her skull and killing her on the spot. Prisoner
.admitted his guilt, but the medical evidence of Drs. Campbell
and Harris showed that he was subject to monomania and
- delusions, Dr. Harris having in the April before the murder
recommended restraint. The judge, in summing up, alluded

to’the medical evidence and to Dr. Harris’s recommendation
in April, which was not carried out, and said that anyone who
knew the difficulties which medical men had to contend

with would not feel surprised that the prisoner was not
locked up then. Actions were frequently brought against
doctors, and they knew that no one was so clever as men or
women who had been out of their mind. The prisoner was
found guilty and ordered to be kept in confinement during
Her Majesty’s pleasure.

-Deat7t of Mr. Charles Arnison, J. P.
The news of the death last week of Mr. Charles Arnison,

surgeon, of Stanhope was received at Newcastle with much
regret, where he was well known and highly respected. Mr.
Arnison was in his eighty-fourth year and first qualified so far
back as 1834. He belonged to a well-known medical family
and was a son of Dr. Christopher Arnison of Allendale and
Alston, whom he succeeded ; but on the death of his brother,
Mr. George Arnison, in 1866, he removed to Stanhope, where
he practised until a few years ago, when he retired; but he
continued to take an interest in local matters, and was a
liberal supporter of schools, local benevolent societies, and
indeed all charitable organisations in Weardale. For several
years he has sat as a magistrate on the Stanhope and
Wolsingham benches. He has left a widow and one daughter.
The funeral took place on Saturday last, and was largely
attended by the Dalesmen and by many members of the
profession.Excise Prosecntion of a Medical Man.
At Norton, near Malton, last Saturday, a case of some

importance to the profession was decided at the sessions
there. The medical officer of health for the district was
prosecuted at the instance of the Excise for keeping a male
servant without a licence. He had engaged a lad to look
after his pony, but it was contended that he was not liable for
tax, as the lad did not sleep on the premises, and also did other
work for which he was paid. The Excise officer contended
it was a test case, but the bench dismissed the case and
ordered costs against the Excise, including fee for defendant’s
solicitor.

Amabnlance Jl;’or74 in South S’hields.
At South Shields, at an ambulance demonstration last week,

Surgeon-Major Hutton made presentations to the two police-
men who succeeded in restoring to consciousness two boys
who were nearly snffocated by gas in a bath room under
circumstances mentioned in one of my previous letters.

The Darlingtoza Public Vaccinator and the Royal
Commission.

At a recent meeting of the Darlington Board of Guardians
the Public Vaccinator raised the question of the suspension
of the Vaccination Act pending the report of the Royal
Commission on the Act. He pointed out that this affected
his position, as in two successive weeks he had only to
vaccinate two persons in the first and one in the last
week, and that the successful vaccinations, which were
formerly 83 per cent., had fallen to 55 per cent. If
vaccinations were not enforced he must ask for an increase
of remuneration to compensate for loss. It was stated that
at the next meeting a resolution would be moved rescinding
the suspension of prosecutions.
A death through lead poisoning took place on Saturday

last at the Newcastle Royal Infirmary. The patient was a
female, aged seventeen, who had worked at the lead works
on the Tyne. She had a fit three days before she died and
never regained consciousness.
The Denton Holme Nursing Association, Carlisle, has

received the generous gift of .E70 a year for ten years to pro-
vide an efficient nurse for a poor district in the city of Carlisle.
Newcastle-on-Tyne, Nov. 23rd.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Edinburgh University Court.
AT the meeting of this Court last week it was resolved that

the fees for the professional examination for the degrees of
M.B. and Ch. B. under the new Ordinance of Medicine should
be apportioned as follows :-The fee for the first division of
the examination to be .E6 6s., and that candidates who only
appear for two subjects shall pay .S3 3s., and an additional
&pound;3 3s. when they appear for the other two subjects. The fee
for the second division to be ;E6 6s., and candidates who defer
to appear for Materia Medica and Therapeutics shall pay &pound;4 4s.
for the first stage of the examination and 2 2s. for the


